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ABFM Officer Nominations 2025 
Vice Chair 
Whitney Afonso 
I am pleased to put my name forward for consideration as an officer of the Association for Budgeting 
and Financial Management (ABFM).  This organization has played a central role in my professional life, 
and I would be honored to have the opportunity to give back by serving in this capacity. 
 
I first became involved with ABFM as a new doctoral student in 2009, presenting at the annual 
conference. Since then, ABFM has remained my academic home—a place where I have grown as a 
scholar, found mentorship, and built lasting professional relationships and friendships. Over the years, 
I’ve had the privilege of serving the organization in a variety of roles, including two terms on the 
Executive Committee, participation on Wildavsky and Howard Award Committees, and as Chair of the 
Curro Student Paper Committee. I’ve also served as a mentor for PhD students. 
 
In my current role as a professor at the University of North Carolina’s School of Government, I teach in 
the Master of Public Administration program and develop training programs for state and local public 
officials. I lead the “Budgeting in Local Government” course and recently created the North Carolina 
Certified State Government Budget Professional Program. These experiences have underscored for me 
the importance of bridging academic research with practical impact—an ethos I believe ABFM is 
uniquely positioned to champion. 
 
If elected, I will work to ensure that ABFM continues to be a space where members at every career stage 
feel welcomed, supported, and inspired. The annual conference is, in my view, the best place to engage 
with cutting-edge research in public budgeting and finance. Just as importantly, it is a place where 
meaningful mentorship and professional support happen—often in organic, lasting ways. I’m excited by 
the progress our organization has made in recent years to become more supportive and dynamic, and I 
hope to help sustain and build on that momentum. I would like to expand mentorship and professional 
development opportunities, facilitate engaged scholarship, and continue enhancing the conference as a 
venue centered on impactful scholarship. 
 
While my research primarily focuses on state and local finance—particularly local sales taxes—I’ve also 
explored issues such as citizen engagement and local corruption. I’ve been fortunate to receive 
recognition for my work, including ABFM’s Curro Student Paper Award, the Burkhead Award from 
PFP/PB&F, ASPA’s Best Book Award from the Section on Public Administration Research, and the Best 
Field Note from SIAM/SLGR. 
 
More than any individual accomplishment, though, I value the connections and sense of community I’ve 
found through ABFM. I am proud to be part of an organization that continues to evolve while staying 
true to its core mission. I would be honored to help lead ABFM and serve all of you who are the heart of 
the organization. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
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David Matkin 
For more than 20 years, the Association for Budgeting and Financial Management (ABFM) has shaped 
my academic career. Since 2004 I have attended every annual meeting and have seen first-hand how the 
organization helps doctoral students find their footing and enables junior scholars to build networks and 
share their research. I seek the Chair position to ensure that ABFM continues to strengthen and serve its 
members for decades to come.  
 
Over the past two decades I have contributed in many capacities. I am now in my second term on the 
Executive Committee, where I am collaborating to standardize financial reporting and oversight so that 
our operations remain transparent and accountable. I chaired the creation of policies for memorializing 
deceased members and for revoking awards when necessary. My committee work has also included 
modernizing the ABFM website, selecting conference sites, and judging several association awards. In 
addition, I regularly present papers and chair panels at the annual conference.  
 
As Chair I would bring a pragmatic leadership style focused on three priorities. First, I will expand 
programs for students and junior faculty, because the field’s future depends on cultivating the next 
generation of scholars and practitioners. Second, I will raise the visibility of our members by spotlighting 
their expertise and accomplishments. Third, I will safeguard ABFM’s long-term finances—exploring, for 
example, the creation of a permanent fund—and will work closely with the treasurer to strengthen 
processes and reporting.  
 
My record of service has prepared me to guide ABFM effectively. The Chair role is a natural extension of 
two decades of commitment, and I will lead with the same dedication to keep ABFM the premier forum 
for government budgeting, public-sector accounting, and financial management professionals. 
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Executive Board 

Eugenia Gorina 
I am an Associate Professor of Public Management and Policy at the School of Economic, Political and 
Policy Sciences at the University of Texas at Dallas. I am honored to be considered for a position on the 
ABFM Executive Committee. I have consistently attended the ABFM annual conference since graduating 
from Arizona State University in 2013 and view this community as my academic home. I am deeply 
grateful for the unique forum for research exchange and opportunities for professional growth that 
ABFM provides to government finance scholars, and I am committed to giving back. In recent years, I 
have published several papers in Public Budgeting & Finance, served on the ABFM Best Book Award 
Committee, and participated in general membership meetings at ABFM annual conferences. Beyond 
ABFM, I serve as an institutional representative for APPAM, where I engage with fellow institutional 
members to discuss academic trends and best practices in public policy education. Additionally, I have 
chaired the NASPAA Dissertation Award Committee in the past. If elected to the Executive Committee, I 
would bring my experience in academic service and governance to the new role and would support 
ABFM leadership in advancing its priorities, including work on promoting public and nonprofit finance 
research, professional development, outreach, and membership growth. I would also be committed to 
fostering meaningful connections between ABFM scholars, practitioners, and the media to amplify 
academic voices in public policy discourse. 
 
Shayne Kavanagh 
I am honored to submit my statement of interest for ABFM’s Executive Committee. Participating in 
ABFM conferences and panel discussions for many years has fostered invaluable collaborations with the 
ABFM community. These relationships have significantly shaped my professional contributions to public 
financial management and enhanced my appreciation for ABFM as an essential bridge between 
scholarship and practice.  
 
My commitment to ABFM’s mission is demonstrated through action. Most recently, I partnered with 
academic colleagues to develop a report of the first GFOA survey assessing local government adoption 
of GFOA’s recommended practices. Additionally, I am leading a project employing artificial intelligence 
to extract information from Annual Comprehensive Financial Reports (ACFRs) and using it to make 
predictions about the financial health of local governments – several people from the ABFM community 
have been recruited to participate. Recognizing the value of academia-practitioner collaboration, I also 
initiated GFOA’s GovFi Prize, incentivizing scholars to address critical public finance challenges. 
Furthermore, my advocacy has solidified GFOA’s role as an ABFM conference sponsor for multiple 
years.  
 
My leadership is exemplified by guiding GFOA’s transformative initiatives—Rethinking Budgeting, 
Rethinking Revenue, and Rethinking Financial Reporting—each involving active participation from ABFM 
members. These initiatives reflect my dedication to impactful public finance reforms.  
If chosen to serve on the Executive Committee, my objective will be to further strengthen ABFM’s 
connections with practitioners. Building on my record of facilitating collaboration between academics 
and practitioners, I aim to enhance ABFM’s influence, reach, and practical impact in public budgeting 
and financial management.  
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Suzanne Leland 
I am a Professor in the Department of Political Science and Public Administration at the University of 
North Carolina Charlotte. I am finishing my second term as MPA Director this summer and hope to share 
my administrative and leadership skills as a board member of ABFM. In particular, I have experience in 
fundraising, marketing, procurement, scheduling and have secured NASPAA accreditation twice.  

As a loyal member, I have contributed to the Association of Budgeting and Financial Management 
(ABFM) for over 25 years, serving on the executive board from 2004-2006 and participating in 
committees for the Wildavsky, Howard, and Curro Awards. I have also assisted the organization with 
conference planning, mentoring, fundraising and strategic planning in the past. I am eager to work with 
the leadership to continue to improve the conference experience, increasing membership and 
the visibility of the ABFM. 

My other credentials include a PhD from Kansas University (1999). My research on public 
finance focuses on fiscal federalism and state and local government fiscal policy. I was inducted as a 
National Academy of Public Administration Fellow (NAPA) in 2024 and earned the 2019 Donald Stone 
Distinguished Scholar Award from the American Society of Public Administration’s Section on 
Intergovernmental Administration and Management. I have taught courses in budgeting, public policy, 
research methods, urban administration and intergovernmental relations. 

 
Craig Maher 
I am honored to be considered for the ABFM Executive Committee. Leadership, service, and community-
building have been central to my work in public budgeting and finance. I recently completed a six-year 
term as Director of the School of Public Administration at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, where I 
led program development, faculty recruitment, and partnerships that connected academic and 
practitioner communities. I also direct the Nebraska State and Local Finance Lab, collaborating with 
governments to address complex fiscal challenges. 
 
Beyond institutional leadership, I’ve served in national roles aligned with ABFM’s mission, including Co-
Editor of Public Finance Journal, member of GFOA’s Committee on Governmental Budgeting and Fiscal 
Policy, and board service with Great Plains GFOA and the National League of Cities Research Advisory 
Committee. These roles have provided broad perspective on the emerging challenges governments 
face—fiscal stress, intergovernmental complexity, technological disruption, and workforce transitions. 
If elected, I would work to ensure ABFM remains a leader in navigating these changes. I am committed 
to strengthening practitioner engagement, supporting emerging scholars, and helping position ABFM at 
the forefront of today’s evolving public finance environment. It would be a privilege to contribute to 
ABFM’s ongoing success. 
 
Juan Pablo Martínez Guzmán 
Juan Pablo Martínez Guzmán is an assistant research professor at the School of Public Policy at the 
University of Maryland — College Park. He has demonstrated a profound commitment to advancing the 
field of public policy through both his academic endeavors and his active involvement with the 
Association for Budgeting and Financial Management (ABFM). Juan Pablo's dedication to ABFM spans 
over a decade, during which he has volunteered in various capacities. His contributions include serving 
on the Michael Curro Student Paper Award Committee and judging poster sessions, showcasing his 
commitment to fostering academic excellence and mentorship within the community. He is excited 
about the opportunity to serve the organization on the Executive Committee.   
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Juan Pablo's research examines the factors that influence decision-making processes and the impact of 
reforms involving public budgeting and public pension systems.  Some of his most recent work analyzes 
the role of social equity within public budgeting systems, including reforms to directly consider racial 
and gender disparities. His work extends both to the context of the United States and internationally, 
with a particular focus on Latin America. His work has been published in outlets such as Public 
Administration, American Review of Public Administration, International Public Management Journal, 
and Review of Development Economics, as well as many public budgeting and finance journals such as 
Public Budgeting & Finance, Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting & Financial Management, Public 
Money & Management, Journal of Pension Economics and Finance, among others. 
 
Young Joo Park  
I am honored to be considered for the ABFM Executive Committee. I have been an active ABFM member 
since 2014, and the organization has played a central role in shaping my academic identity and 
professional growth. I welcome the opportunity to contribute more directly to ABFM’s mission and 
support the next generation of scholars and practitioners in public budgeting and finance.  
 
As an Associate Professor at the University of New Mexico’s School of Public Administration, my 
teaching and research focus on public and nonprofit financial management, with particular emphasis on 
fiscal sustainability. I regularly present at ABFM conferences and have published in journals such as 
Public Management Review, Public Administration Review, and Public Budgeting and Finance, among 
others. My research has examined the financial performance of local governments and nonprofits, the 
role of slack resources, and the operational challenges in financial reporting.  
 
I bring extensive service experience to this role. At the school level, I co-chair the MPA Committee and 
serve as faculty advisor for Pi Alpha Alpha. Nationally, I’ve served on ASPA’s Audit Committee and as 
Treasurer for its Section on Korean Public Administration. These experiences have deepened my 
appreciation for inclusive leadership and collaborative governance.  
 
ABFM has long been a vital community of support and intellectual exchange. I would be grateful for the 
chance to serve on the Executive Committee and help further advance ABFM’s commitment to 
excellence, mentorship, and innovation in the field of public budgeting and finance. 


